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Disclaimer
This presentation is given as a service and is 

intended to offer general guidance but should 

not be construed as legal or business advice 

and cannot be substituted for the advice of 

the dentistôs own legal counsel.  Dentists 

should always seek the advice of their own 

attorneys regarding specific circumstances.  

The views presented are those of the speaker 

only and unless otherwise noted, do not 

represent those of the Ohio Dental 

Association or the SWOWEA.
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Waste Management Issue, Not Restorative 

Material Choice

"While we recognize 
that dental amalgam is 
a safe material for filling 
cavities, its waste 
should be handled 
properly, recovered and 
recycled just as we do 
with other waste 
productsò
- Dr. James B. Bramson, ADA 
Executive Director, July 2002



Why Dentists Still Use Amalgam When 

Alternatives Exist

Â Cast gold restorations
Ç More costly

Ç Limited insurance reimbursement

Ç Take longer to make

Â Porcelain and composite resins
Ç More costly

Ç Limited insurance reimbursement

Ç Not as durable in back, load-bearing teeth

Ç More technique sensitive

Ç Esthetically appealing

Ç Constantly improving



TwinsburgSolon
Northeast Ohio 

Regional Sewer 

District

AkronKent
Euclid

Â Weigh infectious waste 

(sharps, extracted teeth and 

tissue, saturated patient 

care materials)

Ç Record total in monthly log

Â < 50 pounds/month = small 

infectious waste generator

Ç Small generators not 

mandated to use special 

infectious waste haulers

Ç May dispose into regular solid 

waste stream

Â Amalgam waste disposal 

regulations in select parts of 

northeast Ohio

Waste Disposal in Ohio



Waste Disposal in Ohio

Â Nothing pending in Ohio General Assembly

Â In December 2016 US EPA released 

nationwide amalgam separator mandate final 

rule



USEPA Amalgam Separator Rule:

When Will It Be Enforcedé

Â It was December 15, 2019 for existing practices

Â Now itôs:

Ç Existing practices ï3 years from ruleôs official 

publication

Ç Newly opened offices ïwithin 30 days from ruleôs 

official publication 

Ç Offices already equipped with separators ï10 years 

from ruleôs official publication or until old separator is 

replaced, whichever comes first



USEPA Amalgam Separator Rule:

Who Must Complyé

Â Most practicing dentists

Â Exemption for certain specialists:

Ç Oral pathologists

Ç Oral and maxillofacial radiologists

Ç Oral and maxillofacial surgeons

Ç Orthodontists

Ç Periodontists

Ç Prosthodontists

Â Exemption for mobile dental units

Â Exemption for dentists who do not place amalgam and only 

remove amalgam in unplanned or emergency situations

Ç EPA equates this with < 5% of procedures including amalgam removal



USEPA Amalgam Separator Rule:

Amalgam Separator Specific Recordsé

Â Keep documentation at least 3 years:

Ç Date, person(s) conducting inspection, results of amalgam 

separator inspection and summary of follow-up actions, if needed

Ç Amalgam retaining container replacement (including date, as 

applicable)

Ç All dates collected amalgam is picked up or shipped for disposal 

and name of treatment, storage or disposal facility receiving 

amalgam retaining containers

Ç Amalgam separator repair or replacement, including date, 

person(s) making repair or replacement and description of repair 

or replacement (including make and model)

Ç Amalgam separator manufacturerôs operating manual (in print or 

electronic format)



USEPA Amalgam Separator Rule:

ALL Dentistõs Paperwork Requirementsé

Â One-time compliance report for all dentists

Ç Must be retained by practice and made available for 

inspection for lifetime of ownership of practice

Â For existing offices ï3 years plus 90 days after 

effective date or 90 days after transfer of 

practice ownership

Â For new offices ï90 days after opening

ADA working to create editable report for dentistsô use



USEPA Amalgam Separator Rule:

1-Time Report for Exempted Dentistsé
Â Facility name, physical address, mailing address, contact 

information, name of operator(s) and owner(s)

Â Certification statement that dental practice does not 

place amalgam and does not remove amalgam except in 

limited circumstances

Â Signature of responsible corporate officer, general 

partner or proprietor or duly authorized representative of 

responsible corporate officer, general partner or 

proprietor



USEPA Amalgam Separator Rule:

1-Time Report for Regulated Dentistsé
Â Facility name, physical address, mailing address, contact 

information, name of operator(s) and owner(s)

Â Description of officeôs operation
Ç Total number of chairs, total number of chairs at which dental amalgam 

wastewater may be generated and description of any existing amalgam 
separator including make, model and year of installation

Â Certification amalgam separator is designed and will be 
operated and maintained to meet requirements

Â Certification dental practice is adhering to BMPs

Â Either name of third-party service that maintains amalgam 
separator Or brief description of officeôs protocol to ensure 
proper operation and maintenance

Â Signature of responsible corporate officer, general partner or 
proprietor or duly authorized representative of responsible 
corporate officer, general partner or proprietor



USEPA Amalgam Separator Rule:

Amalgam Separator Specificationsé

Â Install appropriately 

sized separator that 

meets:

Ç ANSI/ADA Specification 

108 for Amalgam 

Separators (2009) with 

Technical Addendum 

(2011) or

Ç ISO 11143 Standard 

(2008) thatôs at least 95% 

removal efficient

ODASC endorses the SolmeteX amalgam separators



USEPA Amalgam Separator Rule:

Required Work Practices/BMPsé

Â Do not flush amalgam waste down drain

Ç Including dental amalgam from chair-side traps, screens, vacuum pump 

filters, dental tools, cuspidors or collection devices

Â Do not clean or flush dental unit water lines, chair-side traps or 

vacuum lines with oxidizing or acidic cleaners

Ç Including bleach, chlorine, iodine and peroxide that have pH lower than 6 or 

greater than 8

Â Follow manufacturerôs recommendations for replacing amalgam 

retaining cartridge, separator canister or separator unit or when 

unit reaches capacity, whichever comes first

Â Follow manufacturerôs maintenance recommendations

Â Inspect separator at least once per month

Â Replace or repair unit within 10 business days if malfunctioning



ODA-OEPA Working Together has 

Resulted in Ohio Good DEED Program


